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De
Energy (DOE) nuclear weapons facilities through September 2008 was undertaken. 
METHODS: Participants provided a detailed work and exposure history and underwent a 
respiratory examination that included a respiratory history, respiratory symptoms, a posterior-
anterior (P-A) chest radiograph classified by International Labour Office (ILO) criter-level exposure estimates that 

were used in multivariate logistic regression analyses to explore the risk of COPD in relation to 
exposures to asbestos, silica, cement dust, welding, paints, solvents, and dusts/fumes from paint 
removal. Risk for COPD in the study population was compared to risk for COPD in the general 
US population as determined in National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES 
III). RESULTS: The age-standardized prevalence ratio of COPD among DOE workers 
compared to all NHANES III data was 1.3. Internal analyses found the odds ratio of COPD to 
range from 1.6 to 3.1 by trade after adjustment for age, race, sex, smoking, and duration of 
DOE employment. Statistically significant associations were observed for COPD and exposures 
to asbestos, silica, welding, cement dusts, and some tasks associated with exposures to paints, 
solvents, and removal of paints. CONCLUSIONS: Our study of construction workers employed 
at DOE sites demonstrated increased COPD risk due to occupational exposures and was able to 
identify specific exposures increasing risk. This study provides additional support for 
prevention of both smoking and occupational exposures to reduce the burden of COPD among 
construction workers. 
 
Fang, F., et al. (2009). "Workplace exposures and the risk of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis." 
Environ Health Perspect 117(9): 1387-1392. 
 BACKGROUND: Occupation has been suggested to play a role in amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS) etiology, but detailed information on the importance of specific workplace 
exposures is lacking. OBJECTIVES: Our aim was to assess the relationship between workplace 
exposures and the risk of ALS and to evaluate potential interactions between these exposures 
and smoking. METHODS: We conducted a case-
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 OBJECTIVE: To describe the serious toxicity of a readily available solvent, diethylene 
glycol (DEG). We describe a case of intentional ingestion of a wallpaper stripper containing 
DEG resulting in severe multi-system organ failure. CASE REPORT: A 27-year-old male 
presented to the Emergency Department (ED) one day after ingesting wallpaper stripper 
containing DEG. He developed acidosis, renal cortical necrosis, hepatocellular injury, and 
severe neurologic sequelae, including cranial neuropathies and peripheral demyelinating 
sensori-motor polyneuropathy. His neurologic function improved over 5 months. 
DISCUSSION: Our case demonstrates the severe toxicity of DEG. DEG is present in numerous 
formulations, often without proper protective packaging. DEG has been associated with severe 
epidemic poisonings in the past and with the availability of safer alternatives, DEG in consumer 
products should be eliminated. CONCLUSION: DEG is found in numerous products. Delays in 










