


permanent resident status.! Therefore, the starting point for the
estimates was January 1, 1980. The steps involved in estimating
the components of each population are shown in Appendix 1.

Data on the foreign-born population that entered during 1980-
2006 by country of birth, state of residence, year of entry, age and
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Nearly 4.2 million (35 percent) unauthorized immigrants in 2007
had entered the United States since January 1, 2000 (see Table 1).
An estimated 890,000 (8 percent) came to the United States in
2005 or 2006 while 3.3 million (28 percent) came during 2000
to 2004. Forty-five percent came to live in the United States dur-
ing the 1990s, and 19 percent entered during the 1980s.

The estimated number of unauthorized immigrants as of January
2007 is consistent with other unauthorized population estimates.
The Pew Hispanic Center estimated the unauthorized population
at 11.1 million in March 2005 and projected it would be 11.5 to
12 million by March 2006 (Passel, 2006).

The sensitivity of the estimates to assumptions about undercount
of the foreign-born population and emigration — two components
with a major impact on the estimates — is illustrated with several
examples. Doubling the unauthorized immigrant undercount
rate from 10 percent to 20 percent increases the estimated
unauthorized population from 11.8 million to 13.3 million. By
lowering or raising emigration rates 20 percent and holding all
other assumptions constant, the estimated unauthorized
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immigrant population would range from 11.1 million to
12.4 million. Doubling the unauthorized immigrant undercount
rate and lowering or raising emigration rates by 20 percent would
expand the range of the estimated unauthorized immigrant popu-
lation to 12.5-14.0 million.

Components of the Unauthorized Immigrant
Population in 2007

The size of each component of the unauthorized immigrant popu-
lation estimates for 2007 is displayed in Table 2. See Appendix 1
for a detailed explanation of each entry in Table 2. For the foreign-
born population, the starting point was the estimated 28.3 million
foreign-born residents in the 2006 ACS that entered the United
States during 1980-2006. This population was increased by
2.4 million, or 8 percent, by adjustments for the shift in the
reference date from mid-year 2006 to January 1, 2007 and the
addition of undercounts for the populations of nonimmigrants,
other legally resident immigrants, and unauthorized immigrants.
The estimated undercount of the unauthorized immigrant popula-
tion in the ACS was nearly 1.2 million and represents 49 percent
of all adjustments to the foreign-born population.

For the legally resident population, the starting point was the flow
of 21.4 million LPRs, refugees and asylees during 1980-2006. By
January 2007, the 21.4 million had been reduced by 4.3 million



Estimates by Region and Country of Birth

An estimated 8.9 million of the total 11.8 million unauthorized
immigrants living in the United States in 2007 were from the
North America region, including Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean,
and Central America (see Figure 2). The next leading regions of
origin were Asia (1.4 million) and South America (850,000).
The 2000 unauthorized immigrant population was similar in
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Figure 3.
Age by
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Estimates by Gender and Age

Males represented 57 percent of the unauthorized
immigrant population in 2007 (see Figure 3 and
Table 5). The median age of unauthorized residents
was 30 years with males slightly younger than
females (30 years versus 31 years). Males accounted
for 62 percent of the unauthorized population in
the 18 to 34 age group in 2007 while females
accounted for 55 percent of the 45 and older age
groups.

NEXT STEPS

The estimates presented here will be updated peri-
odically based on annual data of the foreign-born
population collected in the American Community
Survey and on the estimated lawfully resident
foreign-born population derived from various
administrative data sources.



APPENDIX 1

Components for Estimating the Unauthorized Resident
Population

The material below describes how each component was estimated.
Note that the labels for each component correspond with the
entries in Table 2.

1) Foreign-born population

a. Foreign-born population, entered 1980-2006

The estimated total foreign-born population that entered
between 1980-2006 was obtained from the ACS’s FactFinder.
FactFinder is the Census-maintained online data portal for
obtaining ACS estimates from the full sample for a particu-
lar year. Data on the distribution of the foreign born by
country of origin, state of residence, year of entry, age and
gender were obtained from the 2006 Public Use Microdata
Sample (PUMS).The overall FactFinder estimate for the total
foreign-born population entering in the post-1979 period
was reduced to remove PUMS estimates of the post-1979
Cuban-born population. Further, a three-year moving aver-
age was applied to PUMS data for year of entry to reduce
heaping effects.

. Shift in reference date to January 1, 2007

The reference date for population estimates from the ACS is
mid-year. The reference date for the 2006 ACS, the most
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data (Ahmed and Robinson, 1994). In addition, refugees
and asylees, with little likelihood of returning to their
country of origin, were assumed not to emigrate. Previous
DHS unauthorized population estimates for 2005 and 2006
assumed separate emigration rates by age and region of
birth (Asia versus other) and a rate for refugees and asylees
equal to one half that of other LPRs. The overall effective
rate of emigration for legally resident immigrants in 2007
was about the same as the rate for the 2006 and 2005
estimates- 21 percent after twenty years. The primary com-
positional impact of the revision in method for 2007 was a
decline of approximately 30 percent in the unauthorized
population from Vietnam (resulting from an increase in the
legally resident population).

j. LPR, refugee, and asylee population on January 1, 2007

Subtracting mortality (2h.) and emigration (2i.) from the
LPR, refugee, and asylee flow during 1980-2006 (2g.)
results in the estimated LPR, refugee, and asylee resident
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